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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

4. A copy of the references cited on pages 18 and 19 of the disclosure is required since these 
non-patent references are not patent documents and therefor are not readily available for 
consideration during the examination of the application. 

5. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Frey et al. 

8. Frey teaches the invention (claim 1) as claimed including a method of communicating 
message data between a plurality of subsystems which are distributed across a data 
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communications network as a message processing facility (e.g., see col. 3, lines 25-61), the 
method comprising: 

coupling the distributed subsystems together through a coupling means with a shared 
memory as part of systems such as an SYSPLEX which includes a coupling facility that enables 
data (including messages) and processing facilities to be shared by all the systems connected to 
the coupling facility (e.g., see col. 2, lines 7-40); 

providing at least one shared queue in the shared memory as the coupling facility which 
has the structured external storage facility (e.g., see 4, lines 47-56); 

providing access to the shared queue from each of the coupled subsystems (e.g., see 
Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col 5, line 52); and, 

communicating message data between the distributed subsystems by means of the shared 
queue (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 

As to claim 2, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems is a distributed network of 
resource managers (e.g., see Figure 1). 

As to claim 3, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems are all part of a sysplex (e.g., see 
col. 2, lines 7-40). 

As to claim 4, Frey teaches at least one application program is connected to a subsystem 
with the subsystem managing the message data for the application programs (e.g., see Figure 1 
and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 

As to claim 5, Frey teaches the coupling means is a coupling facility with list structures 
for a shared queue and a database (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 6, line 57). 
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As to claim 6, Frey teaches the database stores queue definitions for the shared queue as 
part of the SES facility which stores queue definitions as part of the list structures (e.g., see 
Figure 1). 

As to claim 7, Frey teaches shared queues includes a shared transmission queues as the 
SES facility which is also a coupling facility (e.g., see Figure 1). 

As to claim 8, Frey teaches each subsystem has a long running process to check the 
shared queues for message data for that subsystem as activities associated with the necessary 
polling techniques (e.g., see col. 2, line 7 to col. 3, line 61). 

As to claim 9, Frey teaches the subsystems also have local non-shared queues as each 
CPC having its own message and support facilities and although messages may be stored in both 
the CPC and the SES parts of the system, the CPC queues are not themselves shared (e.g., see 
Figure 1). 

As to claim 10, Frey teaches the message data is sent from a first subsystem to a second 
subsystem by the first subsystem putting a message to a second subsystem by the first subsystem 
putting a message on a shared queue and the second subsystem getting the message from the 
shared queue (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 
9. Frey teaches the invention (claim 1 1) as claimed including an apparatus for 
communicating message data (e.g., see col. 3, lines 25-61) comprising: 

a plurality of subsystems distributed across a data communications network (e.g., see 
Figure 1); 

a coupling means with a shared memory with the shared memory having at least one 
shared queue (e.g., see Figure 1); 
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means associated with each subsystem for accessing the shared queue (e.g., see Figure 1); 

and, 

message data is communicated between the distributed subsystems by means of the 
shared queue (e.g., see Figure 1). 

As to claim 12, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems is a distributed network of 
resource managers as each CPC having its own resource management capabilities (e.g., see 
Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 

As to claim 13, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems are all part of a sysplex (e.g., see 
col. 2, lines 8-40). 

As to claim 14, Frey teaches an application program is connected to a subsystem with the 
subsystem managing the message data for the application programs (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, 
line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 

As to claim 15, Frey teaches the coupling means is a coupling facility with data structures 
for the shared queue and a database (e.g., see Figure 1, element 110). 

As to claim 16, Frey teaches the database stores the queue definitions for the shared 
queue as part of the SES facility which stores queue definitions as part of the list structures (e.g., 
see Figure 1). 

As to claim 17, Frey teaches the shared queue includes a shared transmission queue as 
part of the SES facility which is a coupling facility (e.g., see Figure 1). 

As to claim 18, Frey teaches each subsystem has a long running process to check the 
shared queue for message data for that subsystem as activities associated with the necessary 
polling techniques (e.g., see col. 2, line 7 to col. 3, line 61). 
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As to claim 19, Frey teaches the subsystems also have local non-shared queues as each 
CPC having its own message and support facilities and although messages may be stored in both 
the CPC and the SES parts of the system, the CPC queues are not themselves shared (e.g., see 
Figure 1). 

10. Frey teaches the invention (claim 20) as claimed including a computer program 
comprising computer readable program code for performing the steps of: 

providing a shared queue in a shared memory as part of the SES facility (e.g., see Figure 

i); 

providing access to the shared queue from each of a plurality of subsystems coupled to 
the shared memory wherein the subsystems are distributed across a data communications 
network (e.g., see Figure 1); and, 

communicating data between the distributed subsystems by means of the shared queue 
(e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52). 

11. Frey teaches the invention (claim 21) as claimed including an apparatus for 
communicating message data within a distributed data communications network (e.g., see col. 3, 
lines 25-61), the apparatus including a resource manager for receiving messages from input 
message queues and forwarding the messages to destination message queues, the resource 
manager including: 

a coupling facility manager component providing connection services for the resource 
manager to connect to a coupling facility list structure to perform operations on list structure 
entries including connection with the coupling facility manager as being part of the SES facility 
(e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52); 
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a message retrieval agent for accessing at least one shared queue in shared memory 
associated with the coupling facility (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 52); and, 

wherein the message retrieval agent enables the resource manager to access messages 
directly from the shared queue of a connected coupling facility (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 
47 to col. 5, line 52). 



12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reba I. Elmore, whose telephone number is (703) 305-9706. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH from 7:30am to 6:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor 
for AU 2187, Donald Sparks, can be reached for general questions concerning this application at 
(703) 308-1 756. Additionally, the official fax phone number for the art unit is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Tech Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



Con elusion 



3800/4700. 




Reba I. Elmore 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2187 



June 27, 2004 



